
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 15th JANUARY 2004. 

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 



Becky Withers – Vice Chair 





Yvonne Bradbury



Tim Harker



Nick Conder 




Jonny Sykes








            David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance :  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey :  Mike Winterbourne Tidworth Dev’t Trust. Also, for part of meeting, Mr Rowan Cherrington – see note of adjournment after Item 9.
ITEM 1 :
APOLOGIES
  : Cllr D Brown (business abroad) & WCC Cllr D Lay .
ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  In relation to Item 8, both R Withers and J Sykes noted a possible interest since they owned and farmed the land on each side of Forest Lane. (Afternote by Clerk : In the event this was not seen to be prejudicial).

ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 11th December 2003 was proposed by 

J Sykes, seconded by R Withers,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 4 :
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Maps identifying residences (Item 4.3) : These were still on circulation for action to update detail of properties and their names. To be sent to KDC for action when completed

4.2
Prevention of  Youth Anti-Social behaviour (Item 4.4) :  the Clerk advised that he had obtained detail of the age composition and profile for both Chute and Chute Forest - source the 2001 census – from KDC ( a copy to be filed with these minutes). This confirmed the high proportion of  ‘under-age’ people in the Parishes. On this basis he was directed to approach the two sources of expertise nominated by the KDC Community Safety Officer to seek advice of possible initiatives to prevent anti-social behaviour by youths and possible funding sources.  Action : Clerk 

4.3
Post Office (Item 4.8)   The Chair reported that a Post Watch official remained confident that a service could be resumed at the Cross Keys by March.

4.4
Village Design Statement (Item 4.9)  The Chair said that Lisa Jackson was still happy to be ‘editor’ but assessed a need for more help.  J Sykes, as Council representative on the exercise, stated that he would try to provide and encourage extra assistance – particularly given the increasing relevance of the results to a number of other initiatives. .  
4.5
New Tree at Upper Chute Green (Item 5)     J Sykes confirmed that a tree had been placed on order as decided and he anticipated it would be planted shortly.  
4.6
Replacement of Finger Signposts (Item 6)      The Clerk indicated that Mr John Turner would appreciate formal direction on the work he should undertake and the cost parameters. The Chair asked the Clerk to draft a letter for him based on the decisions made on 11th December. Action : Clerk/Chair
4.7
Children’s Road Safety Initiative (Item 9)     The Chair noted that this needed to be taken forward if it was to be of value in the Summer 2004 period .  He asked Mike Winterbourne (in attendance) to take forward the arrangements to arrange participation of the various parties in a local meeting with Council/Youth Group reps - MW agreed . Action : Mike Winterbourne
4.8
Children’s Play facility proposal (Item 10)
The Chair advised that he had written to KDC seeking guidance and had received a holding reply.

ITEM 5:
APPROVAL OF PAYMENT
5.1
Y Bradbury provided confirmation of the charge of £25 made for the flowers she sent to the Internal Auditor.  Reimbursement of this sum was proposed agreed by all (other) Members.  Proposed by J Sykes, seconded by N Conder. 
ITEM 6:
NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST RESPONDER UNIT
6.1
T Harker indicated that, whilst there was some interest in supporting the formation of an NFR Unit, it was not enough to meet the target numbers (minimum of 8 to 10) and was unlikely to be sufficient to justify a dedicated visit by St John/WAS representatives to the Parish.  After discussion it was nevertheless agreed that a visit/talk by such representatives was the best way to dispel concerns and to generate sufficient volunteers.  T Harker undertook to pursue this further.

ITEM 7 :
CHUTE RELIEF IN-NEED CHARITY – TRUSTEE NOMINATION
7.1
The Chair stated that the Mrs Audrey Cherrington, a Co-optative Trustee of the Charity, had advised that, within the terms of the Scheme approved by the Charity Commission, the nomination of two (Nominative) Trustees by Chute Parish Council should now take place. 

7.2
The current/previous Nominative Trustees were Mrs Margaret Pike of Upper Chute and Mrs Elizabeth Penman – no longer resident. The members were content to nominate Mrs Pike again but that neither she nor any other nominee should be put forward until their agreement to accept the office had been determined.  Action to be scheduled for the next meeting.  Agenda action : Clerk   

ITEM 8 :
USE OF FOREST LANE BY UNSUITABLE VEHICLES
8.1
The Clerk explained that a resident of Forest Lane had complained over an increasing use of Forest Lane by large vehicles instead of Hookwood Lane. It was represented that these vehicles caused damage and were unsuited if not dangerous in such a very narrow lane with limited visibility for much of it’s length.  The Clerk had made inquiries of the Highways Authority and had been directed to approach the Divisional Highways Manager but advised that it was unlikely that a bid for a formal access restriction would succeed.

8.2
After discussion it was agreed that the Council’s position was simply to discourage use of Forest Lane by large/heavy vehicles and, to this end, the Clerk should pursue the possibility of having an ‘unsuitable for use by large vehicles’ sign erected at each end.  It was also noted that the ‘Quiet Lanes’ concept could be germane. Action : Clerk 
ITEM 9 :
KDC ‘SWITCH ON’ PROJECT
9.1
It was agreed that the objectives of the project were supported but it was unclear whether a visit/presentation by KDC would be appropriate.  The Chair agreed to try to attend a presentation scheduled for Ludgershall on 9 Feb 04 to clarify.  Action : Chair  
*****************

Note : At this point Mr Rowan Cherrington, Chair of the King George Playing Field Committee,  asked if the Chair would agree to a short adjournment so that he could make a brief report on the Playing Field – he would then leave and make a similar report to the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting.  This was agreed and the following unscheduled report taken as first item of ‘Any Other Business’.

******************
ITEM 10 :   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
10.1
King George Playing Field   Mr Cherrington thanked the Council for the grant of £200 made earlier in the year.  He then confirmed that the Millennium Yew tree (blessed earlier by the Bishop of Salisbury) had finally been planted at the Playing Field..  Finally that a number of the old trees there were in poor shape:  some remedial work had been accepted and done by the Electricity Company. Some work remained to be done and, if not accepted by the Electricity Company, funds were available to have it done by the Playing Field Committee. 
10.2
Local Taxation  The Chair drew attention to the KDC papers circulated on the subject of ‘difficult decisions’ to be taken for FY 2004/05 and invited the comments of  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey  on a possible presentation by an officer of the District Council.  After some discussion it was agreed that communication from/by KDC was already good and no presentation would be sought unless current central initiatives on revised forms of Local Government taxation systems were pursued.
10.3
Neighbourhood Watch     T Harker noted that, since he became co-ordinator, he had noted a some of the ‘contacts’ seemed a little unsure of how the links with the Police operated. This co-incided with increasing pressure from the Police to develop ‘partnership’ arrangements so he had decided to try to arrange a meeting between Watch personnel and the Police to clarify arrangements.  This approach was supported by all.

10.4
Use of Mechanically Propelled Vehicles on RofW   The Chair advised that the Clerk had obtained a copy of a DEFRA consultation document on this subject.  Dated December 2003 – deadline for responses 19 March 2004.  This met, head-on, the principal concerns of this Parish Council. The document would now be circulated and would be discussed at the next meeting. Agenda action : Clerk
10.5
WCC Framework for Managing RofW Network   This draft document – dated 9 December 2003 - had now completed circulation. The Chair summarised the position as general agreement that the document set out a prima facie reasonable mechanism for management of RofW.  However, as noted in the Councils earlier input (letter to WCC dated 17 January 2003) there is still no sign of how WCC propose to deal with the real problems.  It was agreed that the Chair should now respond.  Since the deadline for response is 16 Jan 04 the Clerk to seek an extension. Action Chair & Clerk.   (Afternote by Clerk –assurance of extension obtained)
10.6
Impact of Greater Access to the Countryside  A note by D Brown, in absentia, raised the issue of the potential impact on the community of the various government initiatives to open and develop the countryside – and the need for a Council policy on such development.  It was agreed that a position needed to be taken , but not at this time. Matter to be kept under review.

10.7
KDC Draft Strategy for Health  This document, dated 19 December 2003, was discussed and noted.  No response was proposed.

10.8
Council procedure for Planning Applications  The Chair noted that a degree of interest was evident on this subject.   Issues such as the scope for, and impact of, dealing ‘on-line’ needed to be considered.  It was agreed that this should be discussed at the next meeting. Agenda action : Clerk
10.9
Quality Parish Council Scheme     The Chair noted that the definitive documents had now completed circulation. It was agreed that this should be further discussed at the next meeting. Agenda action : Clerk
10.10
Recycling Facilities    The Clerk advised that KDC now anticipated provision of ‘recycling banks’ in the next month.
10.11
Ornamental Tree   The Clerk confirmed that he would ask the Tree Surgeon attending the Upper Chute Green on the 16th January if he would carry out any essential work to the tree on the triangle of ground opposite the entrance to the Church.
10.12
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 19th February 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.

Page 3 of 4
Signed


Dated


